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THE STATE Interest 

Coastal areas and islands are particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, especially with respect to accelerated sea level rise and lake level changes, shoreline erosion, increased storm frequency and/or intensity, and changes in rainfall and related flooding. Other impacts to coastal areas may include changes in both chemical and physical characteristics of marine systems, such as ocean acidification and changes in current dynamics and heat exchange; saltwater intrusion into groundwater aquifers, increased harmful algal blooms; the spread of invasive species, habitat loss (especially coastal wetlands), species migrations, and changes in population dynamics among marine and coastal species. Preparing for these impacts has been termed “adaptation” by the coastal research and management community. 

Coastal States, Territories, and Commonwealths already play a major role in the development of strategies for adaptation to climate change at the state and local level. CSO has documented the nature and status of state efforts in the document titled “The Role of Coastal Zone Management Programs in Adaptation to Climate Change” (CSO Climate Change Work Group, September 2007).

As federal, state, and local governments consider climate change policies and strategies, state coastal zone management programs will continue to play an integral role in the identification of vulnerabilities and adaptation strategies.

Coordination of Federal Programs and Policies

Policy Statement: The Administration and Congress should develop a national coastal adaptation strategy to ensure intergovernmental coordination on coastal adaptation to climate change; to clearly define the roles of various agencies; and to identify the mechanisms by which federal programs will coordinate with state partners on coastal adaptation issues.

Federal agencies are currently collecting useful data and information about, and administering programs for, adaptation to climate change. In addition, States have also identified a broad range of federal funding sources available for local climate change-related activities, including NOAA, EPA, USACE, FEMA, USGS and others.   Adequate intergovernmental coordination is needed to ensure the most effective implementation and efficient use of funds, and to provide opportunities for complementary efforts among local, state, regional or national programs.  A coordinated strategy would improve awareness and understanding of the resources available to states and local governments. Coordination with coastal states is especially critical due to the unique and significant impacts climate change will have on coastal areas. A key component of this federal strategy for coastal adaptation should be a new and stronger focus on interagency cooperation between NOAA, state coastal management programs, FEMA, and state floodplain managers. 

Coordination with Coastal States

Policy Statement: The Coastal States Organization urges Congress and the Administration to recognize the critical role of coastal states in adapting to climate change, by:

· Reauthorizing the Coastal Zone Management Act with strengthened authorization for climate change-related activities; including funding to voluntarily develop and implement a coastal adaptation plan that recognizes the individual needs of each state while building into a proactive national strategy;

· Ensuring consultation with coastal states, in any new climate change legislation, programs, or research;

· Developing a strategy to identify the information needs of coastal states to effectively respond to natural hazards and ecosystem changes resulting from climate change;

· Coordinating federal agency activities, research, and data collection efforts related to coastal impacts of climate change with coastal states;

· Clarifying the roles and responsibilities of coastal states and federal agencies in climate change adaptation activities.

CONCLUSION

Because the nation’s coastal zone faces a number of challenges in adapting to the effects of climate change, coastal states must be full and equal partners in the national response.  Close coordination between the federal government and coastal states in research, development of adaptive strategies, sharing of information, and education will be necessary to successfully meet this challenge.  Given the physical and socioeconomic diversity of the nation’s coastlines, individual states are best suited to determine which adaptive mechanisms will work best in their area.  Therefore state authority and sovereignty should be strongly maintained in a national strategy to adapt to climate change.  
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