
The Coastal Program protects clean water, restores coastal habitats, and helps make communities 
more resilient to flooding and other natural hazards through staff assistance and funding to 42 

coastal towns and cities as well as other local and regional groups.

• Played pivotal role in a partnership that 
restored 14.3 river miles with the removal 
of the Great Dam on the tidal Exeter River in 
2016.

• Initiated, funded and staffed the development 
of the N.H. Coastal Viewer, which houses 150 
coastal resources and hazards-related data 
sets for better decision making at the state 
and local level. 

• Supported a project that planted 20,000 new 
beach grass plants in two acres of degraded 
dune habitat as part of a series of volunteer 
restoration workshops.  

• Launched new competitive grant opportunity 
“Design Solutions for Coastal Resilience.” 
Funded seven projects in local communities 
with $380,000 in two grant rounds. 

• Help communities prepare for and respond to coastal 
hazards through grants, staff assistance and outreach and 
training.  

• Facilitate shoreline protection strategies that consider 
climate change impacts as well as retain natural flood 
protection and habitat. 

• Establish N.H.’s first protocol for evaluating and replacing 
stream crossings and tidal culverts through non-regulatory 
guidance. 

New Hampshire has participated in the National 
Coastal Zone Management Program since 1982. 
This state-federal partnership is essential to the 

continued health and economic growth of the state’s 
coastal communities, businesses, and population. 

New Hampshire has 
235 miles of tidal rivers, 
estuaries, and Atlantic 
coastline.

Recent Actions in Support of the Coast

Key Priorities Looking Ahead

COASTAL MANAGEMENT IN 

NEW HAMPSHIRE

$1,053,000
$976,000 
$2,029,000

FY17 FEDERAL FUNDS:  
FY17 STATE MATCHING FUNDS: 

FY17 TOTAL:  

A State-Federal Partnership



“The NHDES Coastal Program is a tremendous 
asset to both the Durham community and Seacoast 
NH as a whole.  Whether working with town officials 
to stabilize and restore eroding shoreline at 
Durham’s Wagon Hill Farm, or providing resources 
and expert guidance to the region as we collectively 
work to ensure coastal communities remain 
resilient in the face of increased storm surge and 
flooding, I have found the Coastal Program staff to 
be highly professional, responsive, and dedicated to 
finding workable solutions to achieve our common 
goals.” 
-Todd Selig, Town of Durham Administrator

Steven Couture, 
Coastal Program Administrator
New Hampshire Department of 

Environmental Services  
Phone: (603) 271-8801

Email: steven.couture@des.nh.gov

Coastal States Organization
Hall of the States 

444 North Capitol St., NW, Suite 638 
Washington, DC 20001

(202) 508-3860 
www.coastalstates.org

The town of Durham worked with the 
Coastal Program and project team to 
complete design plans to control 

Coastal areas are especially vulnerable to storm surge, flooding and sea level rise, putting 
infrastructure, property and habitats at risk. The Coastal Program helps local decision-makers to 

minimize damage and increase preparedness for these natural hazards.

Website: http://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/coastal/ 
Twitter: @NHDES; @nhcaw Facebook: @nhcoastaladaptation Instagram: @nhcoastaladaptation

Photo Information: From left to right: Trevor Mattera, UNH; Kirsten 
Howard, NHCP; Mike Lynch, town of Durham; Dave Burdick, UNH.
Photo credit: Todd Selig.

ADDRESSING COASTAL HAZARDS  IN 

NEW HAMPSHIRE
that is popular for its trails, beautiful views and boat access. The town of Durham, which owns the property 
and maintains public access on the site, has had to move the fence that runs along the shoreline back 16 
feet over multiple occasions since 1989. The goal of the project is to minimize the erosion, restore lost salt 
marsh habitat, and adapt to expected increases in water levels through the design and construction of a living 
shoreline, a stabilization technique that uses nature-based elements. Coastal Program support of this project 
includes direct staff technical assistance as well as funding to the town of Durham, including a competitive 
Coastal Program Design Solutions for Coastal Resilience Grant. 

the erosion issues at Wagon Hill 
Farm, a public recreation spot at the 
mouth of the tidally influenced Oyster River 


