
COASTAL MANAGEMENT IN 
THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE 
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

The Division of Coastal Resources Management’s mission is to maintain each resident’s 
constitutional right to a clean and healthful environment by providing effective interagency 

collaboration, permitting and enforcement, monitoring, outreach and education, and restoration.

• Identifying “Better Building” construction and site design practices to reduce non-
point source pollution and improve the resiliency of commercial development.

• Reducing user conflict in nearshore waters by implementing recommendations 
outlined in the recently updated Saipan Lagoon Use Management Plan (SLUMP).

• Working with agency partners to conduct user capacity surveys at the most 
frequented tourist sites.

• CNMI has participated in the National Coastal Zone Management Program since 
1980. This state-federal partnership is essential to the continued health and 
economic growth of the state’s coastal communities, businesses, and population.

• In FY2017, CNMI received $1,015,000 in federal funding to support the 
administration of its Coastal Zone Management Program.

Recent Actions in Support of the Coast

Priorities Looking Ahead

• DCRM manages 921 miles of coastline in the CNMI. (NOAA)
• The CNMI’s estimated GDP for 2016 is $1.242B, all located within 

the coastal zone. (Bureau of Economic Analysis, US Department of 
Commerce)

• Total Economic Value of Saipan’s coral reefs was estimated at 
$61.16M per year. (The Economic Value of the Coral Reefs of Saipan, 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, 2006)

• DCRM reviewed 831 permits in FY16. (DCRM Permitting)
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE 
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

“Our role in the coastal zone of the CNMI is to ensure that the enterococci bacteria levels 
do not exceed the levels set forth by the water quality standards. When above acceptable 
levels, the public is notified through various forms of media. When the frequencies of the 

exceedances are high, the adjacent watershed is listed as impaired and an investigation is 
conducted to determine the source of the exceedance.”

– Rodney Camacho, WQS/NPS Branch Manager

www.dcrm.gov.mp
www.cnmicoralreef.com

www.facebook.com/CRMCNMI
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 WORKING WITH PARTNERS IN
THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE 
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

The Division of Environmental Quality’s (DEQ) 
Water Quality Surveillance and Non-Point Source 
programs monitor and evaluate the health of marine 
waters and fresh water stream systems within the 
CNMI’s watersheds. Their assessment findings are 
crucial to the creation of Conservation Action Plans 
(CAPs) for the CNMI’s priority watersheds.

As of January 2018, Volume 40 of the 
Commonwealth Register clarified that the 

Coastal Hazards Area of Particular Concern 
corresponds to the FEMA-designated V and 
VE high hazard flood zones and articulated 

support for the conservation and enhancement 
of natural shoreline vegetation and processes.
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